v 6,900 ws oo Lon” he 
= 4 


> i 


: a. 


4b ky Wy Soils 1-2; 
5 BET TC | 4 4 
Mountains of Bzals : 
2 ) | : " . F 
z , ” _ I_— \ 


OR, 


or A Diſcourſe upon the 


| DECREES 


From Epbeſ. I. 11. 


Begun at a Lefture in Devon-Shire-Square, Oct. 29. 
1689. And fmiſh'd n s Congregation at Wapping, 
Nov. 5. following. | 


By Hercules Collins, Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


—_ c— —— © — 
F 


z 0N.MS 


Printed for John Harris, at the Herrow againſt the 
Church in the Poultry. 1690. | 


AN EPIST ER 
RECOMMENDATORY. 


CHRISTIAN.READER, 


Ltho God hath'been pleaſed to give unto prov ſin- 
A ful Man, many rich" and unſpeakable Mercies, 


| whichto thoſe Who have an Intereſt4n Chriſt, will 
for ever be admired.; yebhath be reſerved ts Flimſelf his 
own Glory, Which he will not- give to-any other , the great 
End of -Gad in all his Works, being for the Declaration of 
the ſame; and his ſpecial Grace in Jeſus Chrift, to ſuch as 
are made Part akers of it, is, That they may for ever Exalt 
and Glorifie bs Name: For of him;' and through him, 
and to;him are-alkthings;' | That great Truth, « which 
is aſſerted in the enſuing Subje#F, doth plainly' diſcover the 
Fountain from-whence all owr Mercies flow; namely, The Will 
of God, Thou haſt Created all things, arrd\for thy. 
pleaſure, ſaith the Apoſi]e, they are and were Crea- 
ted, Rev. 4. 17» Ad all things relating to the Conver- 
ſon and Glorification of a Sinner, are but the Effefts of his 
own Eternal Will; He. will have Mercy on whom he 
will have Mercy : And therefore the Foundation and Tep- 
ftone of : all that- paxdonialg* Grace and Mercy in Jeſus 
Chriſt, which poor Sinners are made Partakers of, is- laid 
in bis own free Grace 3 which wili greatly. appear in this 
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An Epiſtle Recommendatory. 
Brief Diſcourſe, - which was only at . firſt inteaded for he 
Eldiſication of. the Hearers. what it: was Preached s but 
hoping it may be of more General Benefit, is made Publique. 
There is no doubt, but the Subjeft* treated of, bath mare 
largely.been inſiſted on by many Learned \and Worthy Men ; 
but being Printed with other Subjefig, whe o.amph han- 

dled, that many fearing God, \have neither Maney/to pur- 

chaſe them, - nor time to-read them; T judge this ſmall Piete 
may nog, be Unacceptapley nor withaut ity Uje 5 Forasmuch 
as it comprehends thaſe large Treatifes, with. great clearneſs, 
proving from the Scriptures of Truth, That all we have 

«nd bope for, is the Fruit of the Counſel of God's own Will, 
our Calling being a Fruit of Eleftion ; aud where (be-effer 

fually ralls;” datb endow the. Soul with all ſaving Grace; 

which can never die. 1 ſhall not inlarge, but commend the 
peruſal thereof to thy ſerious conſideration, and to the Bleſ- 
ſong of God, Thine in the | NA ont 
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Ephefſ. I. 11, 


Ilho worketh all things afrer the Counſel of bis 
on Will. 


P.HE SUS was-a great and rich Ck 
T ty, but given'much'toldolatry :' Saint - 
Paul, Aptlos and Aquila, Preaching” 
the Goſpel awong them, many were - 
brought off from their Idolatrous- 
«<S Tcmples and Worſhip, for the Word 
| of God grew mightily, and many —— Do 
wers Baptized.” "The T8ok-worſhippers rs ſeeing thei 
ldolatry File to fall before the Ce, as Duton 
B before 
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C2) 
before the Ark, and their Craft in danger, the 
great Goddeſs Diana deipiſed, and her Magnifi- 
cence deſtroyed, whom al) Afiz and the VVorld 
worſhipped ; a great. uproar was among, them :. 
which when ceaſed, Paul called the Diſciples to- 
gether, embraced them, ſo went to Macedon ; 
but left Timorby there , to charge ſome they 
Preach no other Dottrine then Chriſt crucified, 
and not to give heed to Fables and endleſs Genea- 
logies, which miniſter Queſtions rather then Gay. 
ly-edifying, 1 Tim. 1. 3,4. | ”}F 

The Apoſtle in the Context treating of Election, 
Predeſtination , Redemption , Jultiticatien , A- 
doption., SanCtification, and an eternal Inheri- 
tance ; he comes. in our Text. to reſolve whence 
all lowed, whictris from noother Fountain, then 
the Counſel of Gods own VVill: that thoſe who 
were by Nature Children of VVrath, walked ac- 
cording to the courſe of this VVorld, and diftates 
of the Prince of the Power of the Air, fulfilling. 
the delights of the Fleſh and of the Mind; were 
without hope, and God, in the V Vorld, as to any 
ſaving knowledge of him; that thoſe that were 
afar ot, are made.nigh;. of Strangers, fellow City-” 
zens -With the Saints, and-pf, the Houſhold of 
Faith; thatthoſe who werevonce Idol-worſhippets, . 
are Bow. Sealed with-the Holy Spirit'ot roar 
are-gracious works in Time flowing from his pur: 


poſes in | Eternity ,. as the. Apoſile in onr- Text» 


affirms; | 1k FT: 314 Wo Q'.) 39 
Ia the:words we conſider theſe parts; Firſt; 'The; 
Agent, who.? -God the Father, ver/e:3.:Bleſſed rely 


the. 


—_— —— 
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the God and Father of our Loyd Teſus Chriſt, who 
hath choſen us in him. That is, as he is the Head, 
and the Charch the Body ; as he the King, the 
Church the Kingdom ; for Chriſt, as Man, is Cods 
Elect; yea the Head of Elettion and Predeſtina: j;, ,, , 
tion : He was fore-appointed to be the Head of a. 
Holy Glorious Myſtical Body, the King of a Glo- 
rious Kingdom, Captain of a Glorious Company, 
the Bridegroom of a Glorious Bride ; yet if he 
will have this honour, he muſt purchale it ; if he 
will make his Soul an Offering for Sin, he ſhall jee _ 
his Seed-; he ſhall be Head of this Body, King of 7% 45-19. 
this Kingdom, Captain of this Company, Bride- 
groom of this Bride. Is it likely that this pur- 
chaſe can be capable of loſing ? Then he may be a 
King without a Kingdom, a Bridegroom without 
a Bride, a Head without a Body : But how is this 
poſſible ? If he be a Head, he muſt have a Body ; 
ifa King, he muſt havea Kingdom ; if a Captain, 
he muſt have a Company ; if a Bridegroom, he 
muſt have a Bride, becauſe Relatives ; he th:tis a 
Father, muſt have a Child ; he who is a Husband, 
muſt have a VVife ; or if Chriſt be a Bride- 


' groom, he muſt havea Bride: if ſo, where isany 


room for a total and final fall fron true Grace? A 
Child cannot ceaſe to be a Child, and if once "5 17- 
Children, then Heirs; no ſear then of loſing the 
Inheritance. 
Mark, when its ſaid, We are choſen in Chriit, we 
are not to underſtand, as. if the Death and Me- 
rits of Chriſt were the tonndation of EleRtion : no, 
that's from the Grace and Love of the Father, 
B 2 this 


S - So 2 - xm: apr—e———_—_—_ 
wa - ay,” ,_ 


John 17. 6. 


L Thef]. 5. 9. 


Rom. 9. 22. 


P/2/.85. 10. 


va Eternal Counſel, Purpoſe and Will.. 
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this is the Fountain from whence EleQion flows; 
hence the Ele are called the Fathers, Thine they 
were, and thou gaveft them me, Yer the Death 
of Chriſt is the foundation of all Grace in the 
Ehurch Militant, and Glory in the Chutch Tri- 
umphant. The Father from fice Soveraign Grace 
chooſes a number out of the World in their fal- 
len ſtate when in miſery, and makes them Veſ. 
ſels of mercy : but if Chriſt will have the honoup 
to be their Lord, he mult pay a certain ſum for 
them, no leſs then his Blood} becauſe Juſtice 
had ſaid, the Man (if he tranſgrelſs'd). ſhould dye, 
either in his Perſon or in a Surety. - So here. is 
Mercy and Truth met together , Righteouſneſs and 
Peace kiſs each other ; here is the Mercy of the 
Father meets the Righteouſneſs of the Son, the 
Mercy of the Father, in providing a Surety to 
pay and ſatisfy himſelf; the Juſtice of Chriſt, in 
laying down his life. Theſe {weetly agree in or+ 
der to the everlaſting Peace of a loſt Sinner ; ſo: 
that when it's ſaid, Me are choſen in Chrif, it in- * 
tends as he was to be the Head, and the Church 
the Body ; as he the King, the Church-the King- 
Com : but not choſen in Chriſt, as if his Death: 
were to merit our Eleion; that was from the. 
Fathers Love : Yet-his Death is the Fountaia of all: 
Grace in Time, and all Glory jn Eternity. 

Secondly, The AQ; Workerh; its not ſaid, he hatht 
wrought , or will , but Worketh; ſignifying, that 
all the AQts of Divine Providence, paſt; - prefent 
and to come, are nothing. but the Execution of. + 


Thirg>" 
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Thirdly, The Univerſality of it, a Things; this 
Word all Things, is not limited to the Context ; 
but as if the Apoſtle ſhould. ſay, All-that-I have 
ſpoken of before concernitig Redemption, Juſti- 
fication, Salvation, and all other Acts-of Livine 
Providence, which I have not mentioned, are all 
according to his Eternal Purpoſe and  Counlel of 
his own Will. 12g . 

Fburthly, The manner of the Agents A, is ac- 
cording ro the Counſel of his own W:[l]-; not work: 
according to the Counſel of anorhers will, bur 
his own. -As God took no Counſel of Mans will 
in the work of Creation, neither 'doth he in the 
work of Salvation ; as 'God wrought according {7 4+ 13.14: 
to his own Will, and not Mart®, in the firſt Crea- 
tion; ſo he works according, to his own Will and” **: 34: 
Counſe!, and not Mans; in the new Creation ; of 
his own Will the Child of Grace is begotten, and. 
the Seed of Giace ſown, as the Apoſtle Fames 4,ms i. 19, 
aſferts; if then it-be of his own Will, *tis:not of 
Man's, 


' Obſervation. 


AT the Aits of Divine Providence in Time, whe. 
ther in the Chiirch or the World, aye all the Efefs, 
Produtts, aud Executions of Gods Eternal Pleaſure, . 
Purpoſe, Counſel and Will, 3 op 


{ 


I ſhall fpeak to three Seneral Heads.. Firſt, The, 


Demonſtration. Secandly, ; Speak. 0 0MR)Prer | 


perties of the Divine Will, Thirdly, Draw ſome 
natu- 


(6 
natural Infetences from the DoArine-z with ſome 
other Uſes in the cloſe. 


I. That this Doftrine is true, apprags from the 
Creation; if God had not firlt Will's and De- 
creed it, it had not been. Davids Members were 
written in the Book of Gods Decrees, when there 


P/al. 139. 16. Was none of them ſn being, but in time had a being 


AR: 13.26, 


by vertue of their being there written. Yea, our 
very Habitations where we dwell, were before 
time determined and appointed; which DoQtrine 
Pail Preached to the Athenians, to bring them off 
from their Idolatry , to, worſhip the true God 
who made Heaven and" Earth ,_ and all things 
therein, and madegg/] Nations of one Blood, to 
dwell upon the face of the Earth, and hath de- 
termined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their Habitations, Bs might ſeek 
the Lord; ſo that the time of our being, and the 
place of our being, is according to Gods deter- 
mination aforetime. Moreover Pontius Pilate , 


4: 4. 27 23.the Jews and Gentiles A of Crucifying Chriſt, 


Mat.15. 19. 


Afis 17.378, 


was the fulfilling of Gods Couniel, which he de- 
termined before to'be done. God may be ſaid to 
be the cauſe of an Action, when no cauſe-of the 
Sin of that Afton ; that ariſeth out” of the Heart, 
ſaith our Lord, Evil thoughts, Murders, Adplte- 
ries, &c. Every one will grant, na Man'can.do. 
any (ioful AQ,as Swearand Lyewith the Tongue, 

Steal and Murder with the Hand, without the 
power of God concur to uphold -and ſtrengthen 
thoſe Organs and Members, ' For in him we live and 


maue ; 


+ 


woue, yet they are not upheld and ſtrengthned for 
that end, but his glory ; but Man abuſeth his Phy(i- 
cal and Natural Strength. 

Gods Dete } x: pos that Chriſt ſhould die 
to ſave Man, laid none under a neceſſity. of ſin- 
Jing; but God foreknew what the malice of the 
Devil, Jews and Gentiles would be againſt this 
Perſon to- put him to Death; and God did deter- 
mine not to prevent it, but ſuffer i it, becauſe he 
knew how, to bring glory. to himſelf out - of ir., 
It was neceffiry Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, God could, 
not be miſtaken in his foreknowledge, or come 
ſhort of his determinate Decree. - But this neither 
took'away the liberty of Chrilts ſuffering, neither + 
dityit eaway the liberty of che;Jews,,; and their 
voluncarineſs-3 in putting Chriſt to Death. Gods - 
Decree, ' Chriſt 10uld ſuffer, did infallibl ſecure 
the. event; but did not anihilate and deſtroy the 
liberty of the AR, neither, in; Chiiſ as aforeſaid, ; 


who {rexty' ſuffered himſelf, nor, the, Jews, who as 
freely .and” 'volunta; ry put, him, to Death,: as 1 _— 
ths had been no Decree, of God at all about his Attributes, 


Death; The Gardners. forcknowledge that: ſuch 
Seeds. and: Rods will.in. che Sprig produce ſuch: 
dh Powers, ; 18 09 2s pf cn is; riſe and \ 
a a Spring; hor pow the vertye! of 

Roots Ce of; wi Gods forekngwledge 
ike wicked works Wo age ron the root | 
of a wicked Heart cancernin [ts Death;-:is 
no more cauſe of, chal evi Sify, SANE Gard. 
ner is thi Nate es duch .Floweryin 
Sprihg fl x ſuch Roots RE he foreknew the 


nXure . 


2 Tim. 19. 


As 13. 42. 


Epb. 1. 3. 


Ter. 31. 3. 


Eph, 2. 16. 


Titc1. 2. 
2 Toeff, 2. 83+ 
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nature of them. Gods foreknowledge that Adam 
would tall, put him under no neceſſity of it;} þuc 
**was done voluntarily and freely ; .yet God fore- 
ſaw infallibly he would fall, and God determi-' 
red not to prevent it, knowing how to glorify him-, 
ſelf by it. So Gods foreknowleJge of the Jews 
putting Chrift to Death, ' did not neceſſitate them 
to it, but done as freely as if it had not been fore- 
known,”-nor any determination of God about it. 
Thus we have proved thoſe Atts of Divine Pro- 
vidence in'Time in, the' World, are the ProduCt 
of Gods Eternal Porpoſes. 

Now we come to ſhew and demonſtrate, 
That all the gracious Afts and Providences. in 
the Church, are the Produfts and Execution 
of- his - Eternal \WilL © As fot the AQ of | cffe- 
Etual ' Vocation',! .it is not. according to 'our- 
Works, but according to his own Purpoſe and 
Grace,” whieh'”he'purpoſed in Chriſt before the 
World bogani; "that the Gentiles believed, in Chriſt, 


. was 'becariſe they ? wete ordained to Eternal 'F 


that tho! Epheſians were Holy, was becauſe choſen 
to it, "nor for 'it, before the Foilndation of the 
World: The reaſon why a People are drawn in 
time to'God, is! becauſe loved with ane fit Gina 
Love. - The'tiew'Crearion'afd go g96d work 

in the Ephefias Chtirch,,” "Was 


& ple Yr 7T; 
what God'hzd before ordained. 6 hope of E 


ternal Life in the-Sairirs,'is the produR of chat 
romiſe which was made by Gad that. cafinor lye 
efore the World began!” The StoStificarion of. 
the! Church at The ſulowich, ang their belies! of ahF e 
choſe 
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Truth, was in wo _— day they were 
choſen and appointe o from the beginning ; 
ina Word, han Callngy9ſuſtifation and Glori-" 7": 5-9: 
fication, are all the ettetts of Gods Eternal Pur- 
poſe. This was the Doftrine St. Pau! taught the $93. 28,29, 
Church of the Romans, Epheſians, Theſſalonians, * 313933: 
Timothy and Titm, &c. Chriſt's being manifeſted 
in time to the Church, was from his fore-ordina- 
tion to1it, before the Foundation of the World ; his r Pez. x. 20, 
being ſlain in time Aftually, was from the Decree 
in Eternity, hence called the Lamb flain from the 
Fougdation of the World, not ſo aftually, but in 
Gods Decree. 

IT. To ſpeak to ſome of the Properties of the Ke». 13. 8. 
Divine Wull. 

Firſt. 1's a» Eternal Will, his Will is as Himſelf 
and Habitation, Eternal. Gods Will is not ſuſpend- 
ed unto time, to ſee the Creatures w#!/ before he 
Wills concerning them, as if Mans wi/! were to 
determine his; as if God could not determine his 
own Will untill he ſaw Mans. His Counſels are 
called Counſels of old, to ſignifie the Eternity of 17, 25. x, 
them. We poor Creatures wi// in time ; but 


- there is no Time with him, all is Eternity with 


him : His Mercy is {aid, not only to be everlaſt- 
ing, but from everlaſting ; his Love is ſaid- to bg ©/** 193: 17. 
the ſame ; his Covenant is an everlaſting Cove. » Sam. 22, 5, 
nent, as it hath no end, ſoa no beginning. The 
Acts of Gods Will is all one with his Will, his Will 
is all one with his Effence, his Eſſence 1s one pure 
ſimple A&, God is Love Eſſentially, Wiſe Eſſen- 
tially ; we may have a being, yet be neither good 
gor wiſe ; but God can as —- ceaſe to be, as ceaſe 
ro 


* Pathill 
upon the Di- 
vine Decrees. 


705.34. 10, 


1 Theſſ. 4. 3, 
<5 


D2ut. 32.4 
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to be either.. If there be n& Divine Will, ſaith one, 
* the Glaſs of the DivinggPreſcience muſt be bro- 
ken ; becauſe as God knoWs all Eſſences in his own 
Divine Eſſence, all Poſibles in his own Omnipo- 
tency, all Congruities and. Tendencies to his own 
Glory, in his own unſearchable Wiſdom, ſa he 
knows all Futures in his own Eternal Will: For all 
things future were in their own nature but Poſlt- 
bles, and could never become future, but by the 
Divine Will ; this future of the Saints Holinels is 
from the Divine Will, before the Foundation of the 
World. | 

Secondly, The ſecond property of the Divine 
Will is Righteouſneſs, hence: his Counſel is called 
by the Prophet 1/aiah, Faithfulneſs and Truth, cal» 
led Counſels in reſpeC&t of the Wiſdom of them, 
old in reſpe&.of the Eternity of them, true in re- 
ſpect of the Heriorrmgnce of them. - Men often will 
what's unjuſt, as Ahab Naborh's Vineyard, the Jews 
the Death of Chrift, though Innocent; Pharaoh and 
Haman, the deſtruttion of the Church ; but it 
is incompatible with the. Divine Being, to will - 
any thing unrighteous;. as Elthuſaid, Far by it frome- 
the A.mighty he ſhould commit wickedneſs; the Judge 
of all the Earth will. do Right ; he who takes no 
pleaſure in wickedneſs, cannor V Viall it. The San» 
Qtification of the Theſſalonians was the VVill of 
God; and that they ſhould ab#ain from Fornication. 
Things may be better ſaid, to be Juſt-and Righ- 
teous becauſe God VVills them, then VVill them 
becauſe Juſt and Righteons: For Gods VVill is 
the Rule of Righteouſneſs, His Work ts perfect: 
Jaith Meſes,. for all his Ways are Tudgment : 4 a 

O 
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ef Truth and without Iniquity, Fuſt and Right is He. 
YVhen the Viols of Gods VVrath are poured out 
upon his Implacable Enemies, it's ſaid, Ft aud 
. True are thy ways, thou Ring of Saints, Though 
" the Foundation of Juſtification be from the free 
Grace of God the Father ; yet in conſideration of 
Chriſts paying the Sinners debt, God is faid to be, 

Fuſt in juftifying him which believeth in Jeſus. Gods 
willing Honour and Eternal Life, to thoſe who by 
patient-continuance in well-doing, apd Gods wMll- 

ing the wicked to the day of Evil, are all ac- 
cording to the Holy and Righteous will of his Na» 

ture ; and when you cannot comprehend ſome 
Myſterious Providence, ſtill retain Jeremiah's prin 77-12. t. 
Ciples, conclude, God is Righteows, 

A Third Property of the Divine Will is Gya- 
ciouſneſs. The Epheſians being predeſtinated unto';,; ;.. 
the Adoption of Children, as it was according to © 
the good pleaſure of his VVill, { alſo to the 
praiſe of the Glory of his Grace ; {o our Redem- 
ption and Juſtification is according to the Riches of 
his Grace. That a Saviour is proclaimed by the 
Angels, in order to Mans Eternal Peace, was from 
the good V Vill of God. V Vhat had become of the 
burning Buſh in Egype, had not the good VVill of 
God dweltin it ? This Name God hath command» 
ed to be Proclaim®d, The Loyd, the Lord God, -Gya- 
cious, and Meyciful, long-ſuffering, abundant in Good- 
neſs and Truth, pardoning Iniquity , Trenſyrefſn 
and Sin, ſhewing Mercy unto Thouſends of them who 
love him, &c, There is a great deal. of unmerci- 
fulneſs in Sinners will, 'as the Devil hath'a'will to 
deſtroy all ; but bleſſed be God, who hath the great 


C 2 Red 


Exod. 34, 7. 


2 Pet. 5.8, 


Eph. 2.8. 


Rach, 6. 1,2, 


Mal.;. 6. 


Num. 23. 19. 
Rom, 11.29. 


Orn.6.6, 
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Red Dragon ina Chain, his power 1s nor abſolute; 
for though he go up and down ſeeking Souls de- 
ſtruction ; yet it is not whom he wi//, but whom 
he may devour. Gods, V Vill is a gracious V Vill, 
whien he gives his Church himſelf ia Covenanant, 
and all his Attributes ; his Son and all his Offices, 
and purchaſed Bleſtings ; his Spirit and all his 
laving Operations ; whence can this flow but from 
the Fountain of free Grace? Hence tis ſaid, By Grace 
we.are ſaved, not of our ſelves, it is the Gift of God: 

A Fourth Property of the Divine Will is Immu- 
fability ; hence his Decrees are compared to Moun- 
tains of . Braſs, which are immoveable, with him 
15 not the leaſt ſhadow of turning ;- it is not com- 
patible with him, whoſe Name is ZFehowah, to 
change; if fo, the Church had been deſtroyed ere 
now ; it's not for want of Sin'in Faced they are not 
deſtroyed, but becauſe he is Fehovah, and changeth 
not; neither 1s it poſſible: he ſhould change, be- 
cauſe he perfeQly foreknows what ever will come 
to paſs. Indeed: Men whohave not that power, do 
cften. will-and-purpoſe this and that, and c_ 
their mind after, 'not foreſeeing the cauſe of the 
change ; which ifthey had, would not have willed 
that which they muſt undo again , becauſe its 
tome dishonour to Men to 'be changeable, but God 
#s not a Man, he ſhould repent : For the Gifts and Call 
ing of God ere without repentance, VVhen tne Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks about Gods repenting he made Man, it 
is not to. be underſtood properly, as if God were 
capable of repentance,.as Man is ; but it 15 ſpoken 
to our Capacity : Godiis ſaid to repent, when he 
doth ſuch things as Men do when they repent ; 
1 « 5] | 4 when 
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when God withheld thoſe Judgments and effets 
of his Anger he had threatned againſt Nizeveh, he 
is ſaid to repent ; fo when God lets out his Judge. 
ment,the effeCts of his Anger upon the old V Vorld, 
God is-ſaid to repent. -According to our Capaci- 
ty, and Mans Practice, who when he doth repent 
of a thing, doth ſhew it by ſome viſible At. Irs 
becauſe Gods compaſlſions fail not, but are ever the gay. z. -2. 
{ame, that the Church is not conſumed. Tho Da- 
vids Houſe nor Heart was as it ſhould be ; yet this 
was his comfort, God hid made with him an ever- 
laſting Covenant. God foreknew 1/rael would be a * ***7 5: 
Trani{grefſor from the VVomb; yet for his Name 7. 48. g. 
ſake would defer his Anger, and for the praiſe of 
his Grace would not cut them off. God forekgew 
Peters Sin, Pauls Sing yet that hindred them not 
from being choſen Veſſels, Ele& according to the 
foreknowledge of God;ſg that whom he once loves, 
he muſt love to the end, becauſe there can be no. 
thing hid from him, that might make him change 
his mind, as it is often with Men. So that we may 
conclude this with the Apoſtle, He who hath begun Phil. 1.6, 
the good Work, mill finiſh i. | 

A Fifth Property of the Divine Will is,. that it: 

is- a Soveraiga and Supream VVill ; he hath an 
abſolute freedom. of V Villz if he will work, none%*4* *3: 
cart let him : He doth according to his'Will iw theDan. 4.35. 
Armies of Heaven, aud among the Inhabitants of the 
Earth :- and who can ſtay his Hand, or ſay unto him, 
What doſt thou? Who ſaith, and it cometh to paſs, Lam. 3. 37; 
when the Lord: commandeth it not *\ Gods Kingdom , can oat 
ruleth over: all,” le hath an abfolite;/ Power over © * 


Men and Devils, hence he will be gracious to _ | 
S. 


1 Pet,1.1,2. 
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R518. * he will be gracious, and he will ſhew Mercy fo whow 

he will ſhew Mercy, and whom he W:ll (after the a« 

buſe of much patience) he hardeneth. VVhat rea» 

{on can be given why Chriſt mult take the Hu- 

man Nature to ſave Man, and not the Angelical 

Nature to ſave Angels? VVe. muſt anſwer as 

Chriſt in another caie, Even ſo Father, for ſo it 

pleaſed thee, it was thy Will and Pleaſure : So if 

God will chuſe Avze/, and pals by Cain; chuſe 

Shem, and pals by Ham; chule 1/aac, and paſs by 

Iſhmael ; chuſe David and Solomon, and paſs by 

Saul ; chuſe Peter and Paul, and paſs by Judas; 

That ſome of the Natural Seed of Abraham arc E- 

lected, and the reſt left in their own blindneſs and 
hardneſs: what ſhall we ſay in this caſe, but as 

Rm. 11+ 7:5: Ygſes and the Apoitle, He Will be Gracious to whom 
b: Will be Graciors ? If God will convert a Profli. 
gate Sinner, as the Thief ugon the Croſs, and take 
his Soul into Paradice the ſame Day, -who never 
gave God a Dayes Service, but a SubjeCt of the 
" Black Prince all his Dayes; I fay, if God will 
give him the ſame happineſs he gives another, who 
hath Served and Suffered for him forty years, who 
ſhall fault God? May he not do with his own 
Grace and Glory what he VVill? VVhen the A- 
poltle ſaid, God is no Reſpefter of Perſons, the mea- 
ning of that is, God doth not Reſpe& the Perfon 
of a Jew, becauſc a Jew, more: then a Gentile, a 
Roman ; as Peter did ſuppoſe, before God ſhewed 
him otherwiſe in a Viſion: then he ſaw Correlins, 
though, a Roman or Italian, and no. Jew ; yet be- 
lieving in Chriſt,fand working Righteouſneſs, was 
accepted as much as the believing Jew : _ - 
ettua 


As Io. 


C 
A 
* T 
oy 
Ss 2 
X 
1 
| 
P3 n 
F# 
£ 
L 4 
'S 
't 
4: 
S 
jd 
F 
» 
"iy 
''" 
'S 
bs 2 
F- 
C 


(15) 

ſetual Vocation, and ſaving Faith, muſt always 
be concluded to be, not according to our works, 
but Gods purpole in EleQtion, as the Apoſtle af 
ſerts in Rom. 9 12. whether it be a Jew or Gentile, 
that is called effeCtually. Gods Will is a Soveraign 
Supream Will, yet a Righteous Will ; Gods 
Power is ſuitable to his Will ; many will great 
things againſt the Church, as the Devil and his 
Kingdom, wills the deſtruftion of Chriſts King- 
dom; but their power is not ſuitable and adequate 
as Gods is to his Will; it he hath a mind to open 
and change ſuch a Heart, reſcue ſuch a one out of 
the Devils power, he can do it, he can carry his 
Will through ; Gods Will is a Soveraign and Su- 
pream Will, For there is none above him, that he 
{hould give any Account unto any of his Matteys, as 19% 33: 1% 
Elihs faith unto Fob, when under ſome diſcontent 
about Divine Providence. 

A Sixth Property of the Divine Will. It's a Will 
of perfe&t V Viſdom, hence Courfe4-is joyned with 
it in the Text ; it's not a meer VVill,-but a Will. 
with depth of Wiſdom. He doth everything, which: 
may render any wile; if-it be wiſdom to AQ to 
a right end, ſo doth God Att all for Himſelf and 
his own Glory ; as he made, fo he ordered all things Prev. 16. 4 
for himſelf; moreover he knows and obſerves all 
circumſtances of AQtions, all ſecond caſes are be- 
fore God; how they will ACt, and when, and car 
ries all on in an exaQt Harmony with his Divine 
Will and Pleaſure ; this Will is not- meer Will, 
but a Will guided by the reaſon and Counſel of 
his own infinite Underſtanding ; we never:count a 
willfull Man a wiſe Man, þbut all Geds 'AQts, = | 

. AUS 
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ſaid to be in Judgment and working, all things 
according to Counſel. The wiſeſt of Men, often 
miſcarry in their Ideas and contrivances, but God 
| never did miſcarry for want of Wiſdom in any 
thing, all the wiſdom of Men and Ange!s'is from 
him ; the Prophet 1/a/ah ſpeaking of Mans wil- 
7.22. :4,:9.dom, in Plowing, Sowing, Treſhing ; This Wi/- 
dom cometh from the Lord of Hos, faith the Pro- 
phet, who is wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in 
Working. As he made the World in Wiſdom, ſo 
he governs it, for he works .all after the Counſel of 

his ownWill, | | 
USE. By way of Information. Doth God work 
all things after the Counſel of his own Will? Then we 
infer this Agent is an Independant Being and Wor- 
ker; if he works all after the Counſel of his own Will, 
then he dath not depend upon the will of another; 
Regeneration is not according to the will of Man, 
but of God; that is, of Gods free Grace, and Di- 
Jeln 1. 1; Vine Power : 'for a Child cannot beget its ſelf; he 
who.is dependant upon anothers will, cannot do 
_ his own, becauſe depends upon anothers; God de- 
pends upon none for Being, Wiſdom, Power, Au- 
thority to ACt any thing, for he works all after the 
Counſel of his own Will, The work of SanQtifica- 
tion, ſpoken of in the Context, was the ProduCt 
and Efte@ of Gods Eternal Counſel and Will, and 
not the effet of Mans ; Gods'Will depends not up- 
on the Creatures will : For when. he ſpeaks of a 
new Heart, he doth not ſay, If the Creature will 
be willing he ſhall bave it ; but he ſpeaks like a 
Monarch, 1 WILL take away the Heart of Stone, 1 will 
Exh 36. 26, ive a Heart of Fleſh; I will put my Spirit within 
| = LE them; 


| CIT | 

them, and will cauſe thim to walk in my. tatutes, 1, 
wait not the Creatures motion”fil(he. be-willing, 
but 1 will make him willing, in my. working all 
things after the Counſel of my own Will. It we 
conſider what regeneration is, it will clearly de- 
monſtrate Gods Will doth not depend upon the 
Creatures will in that work at all, becaule it is a 
Divine Seed and Principle of Grace put where there 
'was never any before, ſo that in Regeneration 
Man is wholly Paſiive, ant can contribute no more 
to his being a New Creature, then his. being a 
Creature ; where ever it is wrought, its the pure 
Produtt. of Gods Eternal Will, and not. of the 
Creatures, Of his own Will begat he us ; the Crea- 747% 1: 17, © 
tures will doth” not determine Gods, Gods Will 
doth not wait the motion of the Creatures will, 
before he determine about him, but he works all 
things (about the- Creature) according to the Counſel 
of his own Will. God works 19 tine according to 
his own Purpoſes, and not Mens purpoles, 1a a 
way of Salvation ; For 7t is not in him that Ty Rom. 9. 16; 
nor in him that willeth, but in God that ſhewerh Mer. 
cy; its from the Mercitul Purpoſe of God, and 
not the Creatures will, that any are Veſſels of 
Glory, and that all are not Veſſels of Wrath ; fo 
then Mans will cannot prevent nor determine Gods, 
becauſe he works all things after the Counſel of his 
own Will, both the Wilt and the Deed is wrought p,, . , 
in the Philippians, according to Gods good ' plea? _ . 
ſure, and not according to Mans good pleaſute. 

IT. 4f God work all things after the Counſel of 
his own Will, then we infer he is irreſiſtable in his 

D V Vall, : 


Rom. 9. 19. 


RIM. 3. 1,2, 


Deut. 4. 7+ 


_m_ 147- 19-bhy he hath determined to-Effect this or that, car.« . 


Job 23.13» 


Prog. 19. 21. 


Iſa. 46: 10. 
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Will, becauſe he aQually worketh what he wil- 
leth. In this Sence, we ſay with the Apoſtle, Who 
hath reſiſted his Will? That is, his effeQtive and de- 
terminative Will ; indeed Gods ordinative reveal- 
ed commanding Wull, may, be. rejeCted ;, ſo the 


. Phariſees rejefted the. Counſel of : God- againſt 


themſelves, .in not being baptized with the Bap- 
tiſm of Johp ; {o the Jews reſiſted the. Spirit in the 
DoCtrine of the Prophets ; ſo the falſe Prophets in 
Feremiah's time, are ſaid, not. to fland in the Conne 
fel of the Lord ; {o we are to underſtand the Pro- 
pher T/aiah to the. Church, when he faith, What 
could God have done more, which he had not done? 
that is, in reſpeCt' of his revealed Will and External 
means,. but not in reſpe& of Internal Grace ; for 
all muſt confeſs in that reſpect he could have done 
more, but in reſpect of his revealed Will and Ex- 
ternal means, what could have been done more? 
He gave his Law to Jacob, and Statutes to Iſrael, 
he hath not done ſo by axy other Nation; to them 
wagcommitted the Oracles of God, no Nation ſo 
great in this reſpeQ ; but though the ordinative 
Will of God may berelifted, yet his Will where- 


not : for in this Sence he i of one. mind, and who 
can turn him? This Counſel of the Lord ſhall 


nd 


ſtand, what every Devices may be'in a Mans Hart; 


this Counſel of God- ſhall ſtand , fanh the Propher 
Iſaiah, and he-will do all. his pleaſure. We can as 
ſoon ſtop. the Ebbing and Flowing of the Water, 
andthe Snn from going his courſe, as ſuperſede and 


put a.ſtopto.God in his determinative Will ; by 
7 oon 
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foon did God change the will of the Thief, when 
this Will of God came to AQ? Though many 
ſtrong Barrs upon his Heart againſt God, by nature 
and aCtion; yet if this be the Counſel of his Will, 
He: will work and none can let hin, for he worketh all 
things according to the Counſel of his own Will. 

III. If God work all things after the Counſel 
of his own Wul, then we infer he muſt be an 
O-nnipotent and gay Operator and Worker : 
fr he works what he hath a will to do; he willed 
the Creation of the World, but had he not been 
Omaipotent, could never have” made all things Gez. r. 3. 
out of nothing, wick only, Lex it be ſo; he mult 
bs Omaipotent, becauſe he Wills that which none 
b1t an Onaipotent Arm can perform ; he willed 
Chriſts and the Saints Refurre&tion, which none 
b:1t Omnipotency can effet; bur God can raiſe 
the Dead, thongh none elſe can. ' He willed the 
working of ſaving Faith in the Souls of the E. 
pheſimns, and the knowledge of the Riches of the 
Glory of the Saints Inhericance ; but the Apoltte ;,, 6. 63:05 
faich, No leſs Power can effect it, then that whichis *'* 
raiſed Chriſt from the Dead , which the' Apoſtle * 
ſets forth by ſeveral gradations ; he calls it Power, 
great Power, mizhty Power, exceeding greatneſs of 
his Power, in th:m whobelieve according to the work. 
ing of his mighty Power, which he wrought in Chriſt 
when he raiſed him from the Dead. And as by a 
mighty Power , Saints are put into a ſtate of 
Grace, ſo kept in that ſtate by the mighty Power 
of God through Faith unto Salvation. This was , ,,, . 
the Doftrine and the Experience of the Apoſtle 


Peter ; he is able to keep you from falling, in re- 
D 2 ſoc 


Rev. 20. 6, 


Eph. 1.1, 2. 


AF, 15. 18. 
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ſpe, of his-Omnipotency ; and willing, in reſpe& 
of his purpaſe-: rung h oorkech all things ct ade 
Counſel of hes own Wal . It's his Purpole and Will 
to overthrow Myſtical Babz/oz ;: but it could not 
be done, if God were: not Omnipotent, and. reign» 
ed over her. Otmhipotency, as *twas \required in 
the firſt Creation, ſo; alſo; in the ſecond., Omni- 
porency brought l;ghr into a dark World, and the 
ſame brings Divine light into a dark Heart. Can 
leſs then Omnipotency raiſe and. quicken a dead, 
Body from the Grave ? No leſs Power is required 
to quicken ene.dead in. Treſpaſſes and Sins; thus 
the Epheſians were quickened according to the 
Counſel of his own Wall. r | 

I V.. If God work all things after 'the Counſel 
of his own, VVill : From hence we infer Gods 
preſcience and foreknowledge ;. if what ever comes. 
to pals,: come to pals becauſe it is the, Counſel 
of his-o9wn V Vill, then he muſt needs. foreknow 
all things : For, known unto God are all his Works 
from. the beginning of the Woyld. It there can be 


= 


© nothing, come to paſs, but what he hath. deter- . 


" mined, then he muſt of neceflity forcknow what 


ever comes to pals. This is an incommunicable pro- 
perty of the Divine Being ; when Jehovah would 
debaſe all falſe Gods, he interrogates their V Vor- 
ſhippers, If they could declare things to come, as 
he could ? Who hath declared from. the beginning, 


Iz. 41.26, 46. that we may know? And before. time, thit we may 


A9s 


ſay, He is Righteous ? The true God atclares the 
end from the, beginning, therefore he mult fore- 
kaow what ever comes to -paſs. And albeit God 


4 did. | 
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did not. Decree Sin to be in. the V Vorld, becauſe 
contrary to his Nature ; yet he-Decreed to permit 
it; knowing hoy to bring Gloty to himſelf out of 
. it, elſe would never [have- permitted it ; now if 
God foreknow all things, 'thew he cannot be diſc 
appointed, 1n any thing, as'Manis, who knoweth 
not what ſhall be on the: Morrow ; hence when 
the Scripture ſaith, God looked  for-Grapes,” and bes p,,v.21, 1, 
hold Wild Grapes, it is not to..be underſtood, as if 
God were diſappointed, as a Mait is, who ſometimes 
locks for one thing, but behold another occurs, which 
he looked not for, nor foreknew any thing of; But * 5:3 
its written thus, to ſhew -what God” might juſtly 
expet from that People; conſidering the means 
and mercies was beſtowed: on them ; but *tis not 1, 5 5: 
compatible with Jehovah to be fruſtrated in his LON 
expeCtations as Man is,' he declares the end.from the 
betinning; he tforeknew infallibly who weuld be 
ſaved, and who would: miſcarry, before he made 
Man; notwithſtanding all the means afforded, God 
foreſaw _ thouſands would perifh;' Yet let 
none ſay, If ſo, Why did God nicke Man? Ohhave 
a care of thy thoughts! Who art thou that' replye#t 
againſt God ? Shall thetbing ſay to him which formed: 
it, Why haſt thou made 'me thus?” Hath not the Pot- yy, 4 cog; 
ter power over the Clay, of the ſame Lump to make21, 22,25. 
one Veſſel unto honour, and another unto diſhonour ? 
What if God willing to ſhew his Wrath, anid mate his 
power known,' endured with much long-ſafferime, tbe 
Veſſels of Wrath fitted unto a:ftruttion | And that he 
might make known the Riches of his Glory on" the Veſ- 
ſels of Mercy, which he had- afore prepared unto _ 

| God: 
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God foreknew the defefts of the Ele, who are, 
ſaith St. Peter, Elef# according to the foreknowledge 
1 Petv1-1,2* F God ; yet that did not hinder them from being 
Veſſels prepared aforeto Glory. IF all things iq 
time come to paſs accordingto his Eternal VVill, 
then he muſt needs foreknow all things ; ſeeing 
he could not be ignorant of his own V Vill : So he 
worketh in time af things after the Connſel of his 

ovn Will in Eternity. | % 
V. -If God works in the 'VVorld, and in the 
Church, all thiogs after the Counſel of his own 
VVill; then we may infer Gods: Immenfity and 
infinite Preſence. | He muſt be in all places, if he 
works in all places, nothing is more clear then 
97,22. 22,24 that; be fills Heaven and Earth with nis preſence: 
; He is.in the VVorld in a way of Providence, in 
Heaven moſt glorious, in Hell in his Power and 
Jufticez God is in every place, and torally in 
every place, nota part of God in one place, and a 
part in another ; neither is God like Earthly Kings, 
who can be but in one place at a time, in Perſon, 
P/al-135- 7» and A& in other Nations by their Repreſenta- 
oy tives 3 but God: is Perſonally preſent in every 
place, how elie conld he work all things for the 
beſt to them who love God, and work all things 
after the Counſel of bis own\Will ? He who is of an 
Infinite Being, muſt be of an Infinite Preſence; 
this muſt be, becauſe the hath promiſed his pre. 
ſence to the Church to the end of the VVorld; 
therefore he muſt be with them in all places of 
the Y Vorld, or elſe cannot make good his V Vord. 
Gods Power is every where, therefore Himſelf ': For 
& Him- 
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Himſelf and Attributes are all one : It is not e- 
nough to ſay, God knows all things in the 
VVorld, as one upon a High Mountain muſt ſee 
what is under him ; but God is every where Per- 
fonally preſent ; as David ſaith, Whither can we 
go from thy Preſence? God 1s every where incluſi- p/a!, 61.4, 
vely, no where-excluſively; hence David would 
cry unto God from. the ends of the Earth, be. 
lieving God would work -all ' things after the 
Counſel of his own VVill, for the an{wering the 
Saints Prayers is according to his purpoſe. . 

V I.- Doth God work all things after the Coun- 
ſel of his own VVill? Then we-mnfer that all thoſe 
things we call Caſual, Fortuitous, Accidental, 
Chance, are all the produtt of the Counſel of his 
VVill; if that we call Chance, be Things, -it muſt 
be ſome of thoſe a! things in the Text which God . 
worketh; that which we call Caſual, Chance, 
in the .way of ſecond cauſes, are all. ordered by 
the firſt cauſe. 4 Man ents down & T yee, the Head D:u. 19.5. 
ſtips off the Helwe, and gives his Neighbour a mortal =—_—_ with 
Woznd, though done not deſignedly bur acciden- 1,” © 
tally by the Man; yet the Text.ſaith, God deli. 
wvered him into hu Hard... As for the periods' of 
preſervation, they are all fixed on the Divine 'De- 
cree, there the Dayes-of Men are determined, 
their Months - numbered, and their unpaſſable : 
Bounds appointed, as: Job faih. Hezekiah had, 
fifteen years added to his dayes, but there was. no” + * 
addition to: the Divine Decree: Bloody and de- 
ceitful Men ſhall not live our half their Dayes; .: 
yet they live out all the-dayes. ſet down in the 

Divine... 


Fob 1.20,21+ 


P/al. 39. 9. 


Job Cbdg. 38 
392 49, 4ls 
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Divine Decree. The Jews, thongh they had great 
malice againſt Chriſt, could not kill him, untill 
his time was come ; Rain nor Drovght, Fruitfal- 
neſs, Barrenneſs, Riches nor Poverty, Health nor 
Sickneſs, Proſperity nor Adverfity; Life nor 
Death, come nct upon us by chance, "but accord- 
ing to the Counſel of his own Will. Divine Pro- 
vidence extends it ſelf to all perſons, things, 
places and times ; this Zob knew, he ſaw God in 
the loſs of his Eſtate and Children, though God 
made - uſe of the Sabeans and Chaldeans as Inftru- 
ments; yet he looked beyond the ſecond, to the 
firſt cauſe. David was dumb under very feveie 
Providences, from this Principle. Gods Divine 
Providence extends it ſelf to the Lyon, Unicorn, 
Whale, Raven, Hail, Snow., as God tells Fob. 
"Yea. the fall of a Sparrow, nor a Hair, is without 
it; if our Hairs are all numbered, much more our 
years; If a Sparrow cannot fall without it, much 
leſs a Child, a Man. That which is Caſual to us, 
is all ordered by God in infinite Wiſdom; many 
things fall upon us we never dreamed of , but no- 
thing comes to paſs, but what God did foreknow; 
and what ever ſecond cauſes God may make ufe 
of, it is all to bring about the will of the firſt 
cauſe. Foſeph's ſelling into Egypt, Shemei's curſ- 
ing David, Ahab's going up to Ramoth Gilead, 
the Arrow entering between the Harneſs, though 
ſhot at a venture, was diſpoſed of by God, and” 
had its commiſſion to give him his Deaths wound. 
The change of Government weare under, is Gods 
working, according to the Counſel of his _ 
| Will ; 
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"Will : For Promotios cometh not from the Exiſt wor Pal. 15. 6,74 


Weſt, North nor South ; but God putteth domn one, 
and ſetteth up another. The great reaſon there are 
ſo many diſcontented under general and particu» 
lar Providences, is, becauſe they overlook the 
Finger of God in it ; always quarrelling with ſe- 
cond cauſes, not conſidering, God works all things 
after the Counſel of his own Will, 


Some Conſiderations to quiet any under Preſſing 
Tryals, in order to their patient ſubmitting to, 
and chearful doing of the Divine Will. 


Irſt, Conſider, who can govern the World bet- 

ter then he which made it * Who can diſpoſe 
of his Creatures better then he, which gave them 
a Being ? Who can tell how to keep a Houſe, or 
V Vatch in order, better then he which made them? 
Shall Magiſtrates acquire the name of wiſe Go- 
vernours? And ſhall not the Governour of the 
World, who-is Eſſentially wiſe, be ſo accounted 
in his working all things after the Counſel .of his own 
Wil? Who is fitter to Govern the World-then he 
which made it ? This was the very Argument 


God ſtilled Job withal, Where waſt thow when I 7+b Chap. 38, 
laid the Foundations of the Earth & Hadi#t thow no 39:49:4":4% ' 


Hand in making the World ; and wouldeſt thow have 
s Hand in governing it ? Am I not able. to govern 
and diſpoſe of my Creatures by the ſame Wiſdgm T 
made them ? Did I take no Counſel of Man in fram- 
ing it ; and ſball I come 20 Man for Wiſdons to go- 

E wern 
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wuern it ? Had T no" Counſel of Man, when I made 
my Decrees ; ard" ſhalt T come 10: Man for Wiſe. 
dom to exicnte thew ? | When it's for my own Glo» 
ry, to! work according to the Coltnſel of my onn 

WH 4017) 203 20590 | o14 « 
Secondly, Conſider; God takes pleaſure:in- ail 
his Purpoſes and Decrees;'as Gods:Counſels will 
ſtand, bccauſe immutable, fo his. Counſels are 
called his Pleaſure; Gods EleCting, Redecming, 
Adopting, SagQifying, Saying the Epheſians , 18 
cailed the good pleaſure of his Will ; that wherein 
he tcolk. delight, or was well p'eaſing to him, 
Epheſ. 1.'5 Shall Ged tak: pleaſure id his Decrees, 
and the Execution of them ; and ſhall we not be 
pleaſed with what God is pleafed witha}? . Shall 
we cheerfully fubmic to the juſt Decrees, Will, 
and Pleaſure- of -Earthly Governours, 'and not' to 
him-whoſe K/nydom rules over all ?! All good Men 
Pj. 193: 19: qo delight intheir own juſt Decrees and Purpoſes; 
and ſhall not-God' in his, who cannot: go' out of 
Himſelf or his own Purpoſes to a' greater good, 
i $49. 12,» becauſe he 'is the chief Good? 'If iti do pleaſe God 
to "make you his People, and for Jour men is 
7b 1.21, pleaſed to corre& you, ſhall we not ſay, Bleſſed be 
Gad'for-the one; as for the other ? A{o.it:is too low 
Heb. 12,10, for a Chriſtian to ſay, I muſt ſubmit, its the Glo. 
© ry. ofa Chriſtian to chooſe the Divine-Will: Re- 
probates\and-Devils muſt ſubmit. If'God will dif- 
poſſeſs a' poor Sinner of the Devil, he muſt come 
out, will the, nill he; Pharaoh indeed. obeyed 
Gods Will in letting T/rae/ go ; but it was ſore 
againfthis Will. A Believer ſhould _—_—_— the 
: Ly10e _ 


14. 45. 10, 


iO _ - 
- ; ——_ 


(27) 
'Divine Will out of choice; not force ; that's no 
more - then Devils and: Reprobates do; herein 
Chriſt is. our: Pattern, thoughk:the-Human Fleſh 
did ſometimes recoile and draw back under+the 
ſence of approaching trouble, as good Men ſome» 
times do ; yet his Judgement and Will was for 
complying with the Divine Wilk-though it.was 
to die; not-oaly from the Eternal.Tranl{attion be- Lye 22. 42. 
tween the Fathier and him, about Mans Salvation”; 
but knowing it was beſt to chooſe the. Will of 
ſach a+Oae, - who- is not only Righteous, Holy, 
and Good, butican work all things after the Counſel 
of his own Will. 

Thirdly, Conlider,. Divine Content ariſeth- a+ 
lore from this Principle 3 Am I. conteit with this 
Revolution, thisAlteration in the Nation,. in my 
Family, in_ my -Perſon, -in my; Ettate, becanſe-ir 
1+ my LordsaWill? So Par! conldnever be content p;,, ,.., 
1a every condition , but from »this Principle; 
k 0wing not only that the condition he ſhauld ' 
bein was beſt for him, bat rhat it was alſo-ac- 
cording:to-the. purpoſe of Gods own-Will. Sowe 
Heathens called Stoicks, laboured” after contents 
ment. in every condition, from the improvement 
of Nataral Principles ; but that was far from Di- 
vine Contentment,' Gods content and Matisfagion 
ariſeth ont of himſelf-and his: Nectees, knowing 
himſelf perteQ ; naw. when, our content is Divine, 
it flows from this -Principle purely, and abſtrat 
trom- all other conſiderations, this -is the- Divine 
Will,. therefore: :} ſubmit; and therefore:amy con» 
tent, 'and can:do. no other: but chooſe itz, becauſe 

E 2 | 1; 
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it-is the Wilt of one. who is perfeQ in Wiſdom ; 
Lord if thou ſhould'ſt refer any caſe to me, to 
make my own choice, I would refer it to thee a- 
gain, and ſay.as the Brethren of Berea and Theſſa- 
lonica, concerning Pau! whom they lov'd dearly, 
and ſhed ſo many Tears for at parting, The Will 
of the Lord be done. 

Fourthly, Conſider, all in God, and all about 
God , ſeryes. to bring about his . Decrees and 

Counſel. 

Firſt, All in, God, 3f I may fo expreſs. it, all 
the Attributes-of God are concerned in the ac- 
compliſhment of his Will; his Will :Decrees all, 
his Wiſdom Orders all, his Truth: and Power- 
accompliſheth all. Mark, Gods Power. As not 
beyond his Purpoſe., though in, point, of Power - 
God could do many things more- then, he. doth, 
and prevent many things come' topals ; yet in. 
point of his Decree, cannot : In point .of Power. 

" God could prevent thoſe. Garments rould. in. 
Blood in -the Nations .of the World, and many 
Family, Relative, Perſonal AfMiQtions upon us, 
and upon the Churches ; yet -in. point of his De- 
cree cannot ; the Power of God is. aCtive one 
while. to . accompliſh} his .Will, -and at another: 
45-17.24, time ceaſeth to Aft, to bring about the Divine 
Purpoſe; if - God withdraw his Power from a. 
Creature, he quickly ceaſeth to move ; .and if. 
God do ſend forth his . Spirit, we. are Created. 
_ [24 222Some. may ſay, I :commitred my near -Relation, 
: Husband, Wife or Child into Gods Hand, with . 
2 firm belief God gonld raiſe-them up, and yet: 
| they. 
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tliey died. Soul; thou didſt well to believe in 
Gods Power ! But would you have God a& his 
Power contrary to, or 1n the preventing his De» 
crees ? Remember Gods Power Atts not beyond 
his Decrees, but all in- God, -either in a way of 
Action or Ceſſation from ACt; ſerves to bring a- 
bout his own Eternal Will. 

Secondly,. All about God ſerves to compleat his 
Divine Purpoſes and Decrees, I mean the Holy 
Saints and Angels in. Glory-, They do his com- Þ/al. 1c4.26. 
mands, hearkning unto the woice of his Word, T 
Spirit of the- living Creatures, and the Wheels, 

fent in Ezekie/'s Viſion, where ever the-Spiric 
of God went,. for to accompliſh his Will ; ſo the 
four Spirits. or Chariots in. Zechariah's Viſion, zach. 6. 1,2; 
which came out from. between the Aorntains of 34 
Braſs, the Immutable Decrees of God ; theſe are 
all imployed in the four Quazters of the World, 
to accompliſh rhoſe 'Eternal Decrees ; ſo that 
what ever Providences . they were imployed a- 
bout , whether frowning Providences, toward 
the Enemies of God and+his.Church, ſignified 
by the Red and. Black Horſes; or mixt':Provis 
dences, ſignified by the Grizled. and Bay Horſes, + 
ſame Mercy, and ſome AMiCtion ;-or whether: 
ſmiling Providences upon the Church, ſignified 
by the: White Horſes in the third Charior, cheſe - 
all ſerve. to accompliſh the Immurable Decrees - 
of God: And ſeeing none+ſhall eater the: Holy. 
Place, but he which doth the Will of the ether z 4: 7-21- 

let it. - be our-dayly cry, Lord help me tos thy Mar. 6--10, 
_ WT Will: 
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Will on Earth ai it is done' in Heaven, to ſuffer 
patiently and do” chearfully the 'Will of God up. 
on Earth, .is-a very great>reſemblance- of the 
Heavenly Life ;. there is nothing in Heaven, but 
the Divine"Wall done and delighted in,” The An- 
gels which are (1a , Chains :of Darkneſs, their 
Hearts did no ſooner riſe” againſt the” Divine 
Will; þut- were -caft out 'of 'Heaven .mto Hell; 
and all fuch as obey not, the Goſpelof' Chriſt, 
can expett no leſs then Flaming Fire. 'Is:it- fit a 
King ſhould entertain- a. Company .of ' Rebels; 
which | continually, oppoſe "his Will ? Ler :uch 
remember as God hath Power .and Goodneſs; -c> 
nough to fix the Godly and. Obedient in ever+ 
laſting Bliſs, ſo Be hath Power: and Juſtice-e- 
nough to fix. the diſobedient;.1n compleat miſery; 
Remember, Q; diſobedient Soul ! He can work all 
things” according: to'the 'Counſel:1of his own Will, 
Will you not tremble at his preſence, who appointed 


= Sand for the bound' of the Sea? Who knows 


e Power.,of his Anger.?.VVho ever hardened 
hirhſeif!agaioſt; God and- proſpered *: VVho but 
one Lunatick,- would oppoſe the! juſt Commands 
of a General; whoſe Army 'is an: hundred thou- 
farid ſtrong; that.can cruſh him as a Moth? Oh'! 
V-Vhas'! Armies in Heaven: and Earth can God 
rat againſt! an 1impenitent Sinner, -an\Army of 
A Stars,':Lice , Frogs, Caterpillers, Los 


ciiſts ;-yea God can Arm thy own | Conſcience a« 


ipthee;,* which is more then all. : Provoke 


: 25 ot this-Loxd to-Jealouſie ; are you. greater then 


* he, 


. 
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he, who can deſtroy Soul and Body in Hell ? 
Rather labour to make Peace with him, and you ſhall I/a. 21. 5, 
make Peace with him.., | 

Finally, Doth God work all things after the 
Counſel of his own Will? Then Bleſſed is the Na- _ 
tion, whoſe God is the Lord, and the People a 
whom he hath choſen for his own Inheritance ; be- © 
cauſe the Counſel of the Loyd ftandeth for ever, 
and the thoughts of his Heart to all Generations. © 


